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1960-1964

To Zuvtaypa Tng Kutrpiakng Anpokpatiag TTpoéBAETTe TV idpuon ZTpaTol, duvapewg duo XINAdwv
(2.000) avdpwv, atré Toug OTTOIoUG TO EEHVTa TOIG EKATO (60%) Ba ATav EAAnvokUTTpIol kal To capdavTa
T0IG €KOTO (40%) ToupKoKUTIPIOI. APECWG PETA TNV iIBPUCN TOU KPATOUG, AGyw Kal SIXAOTIKWY TTPOVOIWY
TOU ZUVTAYHOTOG, aKOAOUBNOE TTEPIdOG EVIATEWY JETAEU TwV BUO KOIVOTHTWY, Ol OTTOIEG KOPUPWONKav
ME TIG DIKOIVOTIKEG TapaxEg Tou AekepfBpiou Tou 1963. XTig 21 Mdiou 1964 1o YTToupyiké ZupfBoUuAio
kaTéBeae vopooxEdio pe TiTho «O lMepi EBvikAg Ppoupdg Nopog», TTou wneiotnke Tnv 1n louviou Tng
010G XPOVIAG, TTPOKEINEVOU VA OVTIHETWTTIOBOUV Ol TOUPKIKEG aTTEINEG evavTiov Tng KUTTpou. ZTig 15
louviou TTpaypaToTTOINBNKAV Ol TIPWTEG UTTOXPEWTIKEG KATATALEIG Twv KAdoewy 1961, 1962 kai 1963,
6owv dnAadn yevvnonkav 1o 1943, To 1944 kai To 1945, avrioToixa.

H EBvikr ®poupd opyavwenke, £XovTag wg TTPOTUTIO Tov EAANVIKG ZTpaTod Kal oTEAEXWONKE apXIKE HE
EAAadiTeG aglwpaTikolg. T’ autrv evidyBnkav kai of KUTrpiol aglwpaTikoi TTou £wg TOTE UTTNPETOUTaV
atov Kutrpiakd Z1patd. Méxpr Tov NoéuBpio Tou 1965, n dUvaun apiBuouoe 11.800 avdpeg, TTapdAo Tou
n evepyog TnNG auvBean eixe opioTei oTig 15.000.

ALEOWG PETA TNV OpYAvwaon TwV TTPWTwV Movadwy, n EBvik ®poupd KARBNKE va UETAOXEI OTIG
TIOAENIKEG ETTIXEIPAOEIG TNG TnAAUpiag. H éykaipn kai atroteAeopaTikr eTéuBact Tng, Tov AUyouoTo Tou
1964, améTpewe Ta TOUPKIKG OXEDIA yia dielpuvon Tou BUAaka Twv Kokkivwy, atré Tov otroio
peTapepoTav oTTAIopSG kal GAAa oTpaTiwTikG péoa, atéd Tnv Toupkia otnv Kitrpo. H Toupkia aviédpaoe
SuvapIka Kal TOUPKIKA paxnTiké BopRapdicav Tnv TIEPIOXH, ME CUVETTEIQ HEYAAOG aPIBUOS OTPATIWTIKWY
Kal apdywyv va xdoouv Tn {wr Toug i} va Tpaupatiotolv. H aotadng katdoTtaon oTo vnoi, JETA Ta
yeyovéTa Tng TnAAupiag Kail n ouvexi{OPevn OTPATIWTIKA €vioXuon Twv TOUPKOKUTTIPiwY, Ol OTToiol
BpiokovTav gykateoTnuévol o€ KAeioToUg BUAaKeG, eTTERaiav Tnv evioxuon Tng EBvikig ®poupdg
HETUYXPOVO OTPATIWTIKG UAIKO Kal OTTAIKG ouaTAuaTa.

1965-1974

Tov NoépBpio Tou 1967 n EBvIKr Ppoupd EAaBe HEPOG OE EVOTTAEG ETTIXEIPNOEIG KATA T JIGPKEIX TNG
«kpiong Tng Kogivoux. XTig 15 louAiou Tou 1974, n XoUvTa Twv ABNVWY, € GUVEPYOTIO PE OTPATIWTIKEG
KO TTAPACTPOTIWTIKEG SUVANEIG OTO VNOi, AVETPEWAV TTPAGIKOTTNHATIKA TNV KUBEpvnon Tng Kutrpiakig
Anpokpariag. Me agopur 1o TrpagikdTnua, oTig 20 louAiou, n Toupkia £€Be0e o€ epapuoyr Toug
oxedlaopoug TnG Kal eloéBake oTpaTIwTIKE oTnv KUTrpo. H EBvIkr ®Ppoupd, atrodiopyavwpévn, Adyw
TOU TTPAEIKOTTAUATOG, KAONKE VA QVTIUETWTTIOE! UTTEPUETPEG KA TTIO GUYXPOVEG OTPATIWTIKEG SUVAEIG.
O aywvag yia uTTEPAcTTIoN TNG £8APIKAG akepaidTNTag TNG KUTTpou ATav Gvigog Kail Ol TOUPKIKEG
duvapelig katépbwaav va kataAdBouv 1o 37% Tou £dagoug TN KutrpiakAg Anpokpartiog, YETE Tn
OeUTEPN PACH TWV ETTIXEIPAOEWY Kal KATE Tn SIGPKEIA TNG EKEXEIPIAG KAI VW OUVEXICOVTAV Ol GUVOIAIEG.
Alakdoeg XIANadeg EAANVOKUTTPION EKBIWXONKAV AT Ta OTITIA TOUG, TEOOEPIG XINADEG £xaoav TN wn
TOUG, EVW HEYAAOG apIBUOG TTAPANEVEI HEXPI TANEPT OTOUG KATAAOYOUG TwV ayvoouuévwy. H diaipean
NG Kutrpou dnuiolpynaoe éva amrapddexTo statusquo, To otroio diatnpeital PéExpl ofpePa.

1975-2003

H Toupkikr| e10B0AR Tou 1974 £MANnge Kaipia Tnv dupuva Tng Kutrpou. Apéowg peTd, wotdoo, n EBvIKA
Ppoupd €10NABe o€ TTEPiodo avadidTagng, avadiopydvwaong Kal EKOUYXPOVIOUOU, yia va gival o€ Béon va
QAVTIMETWTTIOEI ATTOTEAEGUATIKA TIG TOUPKIKEG OUVANEIG KATOXNG, Ol OTTOIEG BpioKovTav O€ TTARPN ETTIOETIKA
d1aTagn og OAOKANPO TO KATEXOUEVO TPAKA TOU vNnalou. [MNa Tov okoTrd auTd, dnuIoupyrnenkav vEeg
Movddeg, ol otroieg e§oTTAioTNKAV pE OUYXPOVO OTPATIWTIKG UAIKS Kal EKTTOVRABNKav ox£dia
emoTpdaTeuong Tou TANBuopoU. H EBvIkA ®Ppoupd oTadiokd avaBabuioTnke apiBunTIKG Kal TTOIoTIKG,
dle€ryaye oTPATIWTIKEG AOKACEIG EUPEIG KAIMOKOG KAl OTTEKTNOE TOV POAO HIOG IKAVAG ATTOTPETITIKAG
dUvapng, £TOIUNG VO UTTEPOCTTIOTEI TNV £DAQIKN aKePAIOTNTA ThG KUTTPIaKAG Anyokpartiag.

TauTdxpova, eVioXuoe Tn CUVEPYQTia TNG HE TIG EAANVIKEG EVOTTAEG BUVAEIG, HEOw Tou Eviaiou
ApuvTIKOU ASYyHaTOG KaI TNG KABIEPWONG TNG 0TEVOTEPNG AUUVTIKAG 0UZeugng pe Tnv EAAGDA.



2004-2014

Tnv 1n Maiou 2004 n Kutrpiakry Anpokparia katéatn yéAog Tng Eupwiraikng ‘Evwong Kail €KTOTE N
EBvikA i ®poupd KaAeiTal va CUPPETATKEI, I0OTING PE TIG AANEG XWPEG-PEAN, OE EUpWTTAiKOUG BEoHOUG Kal
OTPATIWTIKEG ATTOOTOAEG TNG EE. AT16 T0 2006 cuppeTéXEl 0TO ZUyKpoTnua Mdaxng Tng Eupwtraikng
‘Evwong HELBROC, a1é 10 2007 otov Opyaviopd Apxnywv MoAepikol NauTikou Eupwaikwyv Xwpwv
(CHENS) ka1 a1m6 10 2008 0TnVv EmMiTpoT ApXnywv Xepoaiwv Auvapewv Kpatwyv Tng Eupwiraikng
‘Evwong (FINABEL).

1eNéXN TNG EBVIKAG Dpoupdg CUPPETEIXOV KOI CUPHETEXOUV O€ ETTIXEIPATEIG Kal aTTo0TOAEG TNG EE Kai
Tou OHE 6mwg, yia Tapddeiypa, n NauTikr) Etrixeipnon ATALANTA katd Tng Treipateiag, n EKTraudeuTikn
AtrootoArj EUFORCONGO, n EUTMMALI kai n EipnveuTikr) AtroatoAr) Tou OHE oTtov AiBavo (UNIFIL).

déTog, n EBvVIKA ©poupd yiopTtadel 50 Xpdvia {wNG Kal TIPOoPOPAG, EEAKOAOUBWVTAG Va EXEI WG
TIPWTAPXIKN OTTOGTOAR TNV UTTEPACTTION TNG KUPIAPXiag Kal TNG £daikAg akepaidtnTag Tng Kutrpiakig
Anpokpariag. Autéd atroTeAei Kal Tov EAGXIOTO QOPO TIUAG OTA EKATOVTADEG OTEAEXN TNG TTou Buaiacav Tn
Cwn Toug yia TNV eAeuBepia Tng KuTtrpou.

1960-1964
The 1960 Constitution of the newly-established Republic of Cyprus provided for the creation of an army
of 2,000 men, of whom 60% would be Greek Cypriots and 40% Turkish Cypriots.

Immediately after the establishment of the state, a long period of tension and armed conflict followed
between the two communities, which peaked with inter-communal riots in December 1963.

On 21 May 1964, the Council of Ministers drew up a bill entitled “The National Guard Law”.

On 27 May, the British High Commissioner, Major-General William Bishop, and Turkish Ambassador
Oskol, protested to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs about the Government of Cyprus’ intention. The then
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Spyros Kyprianou, responded to journalists' questions thus:

«The Government of the Republic would consider the establishment of any force unnecessary, if the
threat of an invasion against Cyprus was not evident. However, since such a threat exists, the
Government, bearing the responsibility to safeguard the territorial integrity of Cyprus, has the inalienable
right to implement all necessary measures for the defence of the island».

The bill was submitted to Parliament and enacted on the 1 June. Three days later, the Council of
Ministers, through the Administrative Act No. 321, adopted the decision “to establish a force named the
National Guard”.

On 15 June, the first mandatory enlistments were carried out, for the Ranks 1961, 1962 and 1963,
meaning those individuals born in 1943, 1944 and 1945 respectively.

The National Guard was modelled on the Greek Army and initially staffed by Greek officers. Thereafter,
Cypriot officers who had initially served in the National Guard were also integrated into the force. By
November 1965, the force numbered 11,800 men, despite the fact that its active composition had been
set at 15,000 men.

Immediately following the organization of the first units, the National Guard was called upon to
participate in military operations in Tillyria. The timely and effective intervention of the force, in August
1964, prevented Turkish plans to widen the Kokkina enclave, through which military weapons and other
armaments were being transferred unhindered from Turkey to Cyprus. Turkey reacted vigorously;
Turkish military aircraft bombed the positions of the National Guard and the surrounding villages, an act
that resulted in the death and injury of a large number of soldiers and civilians.

The unstable situation on the island in the aftermath of the Tillyria events and the ongoing military
reinforcement of the Turkish Cypriots, who resided in closed-off enclaves, necessitated the
strengthening of the National Guard with military equipment and armament systems.

On 28 October 1964, the National Guard commemorated the events of 1940 with its first military parade
in Nicosia. The military units that had been active in the Tillyria events, along with the Special Forces
and other participants in the parade spread feelings of pride and patriotism among Cypriot Hellenism.



1965 - 1974

In November 1967, the National Guard participated in the military operations during the crisis at
Kophinou. On 15 July 1974, the Junta of Athens in collaboration with military and paramilitary forces,
instigated a military coup d’état on the island and overthrew the government of the Republic.

Following the coup, on the 20 July, Turkey used it as a pretext to impose its partitionist plans against
Cyprus by carrying out a military invasion of the island. The National Guard, which was disorganized
due to the coup, was called upon to face a superior and more modern military force. The struggle for the
defence of the territorial integrity of Cyprus was uneven.

However, it was only during the second phase of operations, and in the middle of a ceasefire during
which negotiations were still underway, that the Turkish forces managed to occupy 37% of the island’s
territory. Two hundred thousand Greek Cypriots were evicted from their homes; four thousand were
killed, whilst a large number remain missing to this day. The partition of Cyprus created an unacceptable
status quo, which still continues today.

1975 - 2003

The Turkish invasion of 1974 adversely affected the defence of Cyprus. However, immediately following
the invasion, the National Guard entered a period of restructuring, reorganization and modernization, in
order to be able to deal effectively with the Turkish occupation forces, which remain battle-ready
throughout the entire northern part of the island. For this reason, new units were created, equipped with
modern military hardware, whilst mobilization plans for the population were drawn up.

The National Guard was gradually upgraded in terms of numbers and quality, with the potential to
conduct large-scale military exercises. It thus assumed the role of an effective deterrent, ready to defend
the territorial integrity of the Republic.

In the framework of this restructuring, in 1990 female volunteers were introduced and, in 1995, 5-year
Contract Volunteers. Meanwhile, in 1993, the Joint Defence Doctrine between Cyprus and Greece was
signed and the following year the first “Nikiforos-Toxotis” joint exercise took place.

2004 - 2014

On the 1 May 2004 the Republic of Cyprus became a full member of the European Union and since
then, the National Guard has been called upon to participate equally with the Armed Forces of other
member states in European institutions. Since 2006, the National Guard has participated in the EU
Battle Group HELBROC, since 2007 in Chiefs of European Navies (CHENS) and since 2008 in the
Finabel Coordination Committee for European Union Land forces. Officers of the National Guard have
participated and still participate in EU operations and missions (Naval Operation Atalanta, Training
Mission EUTM Somalia and Operation EUFOR CONGO), as well as in the UN peacekeeping mission in
Lebanon (UNIFIL).

This year, as the National Guard celebrates its 50th anniversary, it stands ready to defend the territorial
integrity of the Republic of Cyprus. This is the least it can do in honour of the hundreds of members of
our Armed Forces who sacrificed their lives for the freedom of Cyprus.



