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H pmrpooTivi) dwn Tng TNAEKAPTAG £XEI WG BEPa TNV KaTtaaTpor) Tou Koupiou amé oeiopolg.

Katd tnv apxaiétnTta 10 Koupiov atroteAoUoe pia atré Tig onuavTikég TOAeIg-Baaieia Tng Kutrpou. H
apxaia eANVIKR puBoAoyikn Trapadoan avagépel 6T To Kouplov 15pubnke ammd Muknvaioug Axaiolg
atroikoug a1ré T0 Apyog Tng MeAotrovvAcou yupw oTa TEAN Tou 13% aiva 1.X. “OTTwg Kkai Ta GAAa
KUTTPIaKG BaoiAeia, gixe opyavwei pe Baon Ta pUKNVaikG TTPATUTIA, XWPIG OUWG Va aTTOUCIAJOUV Kal Ol
avaToAikéG emOPACEIG.

To Koupiov TTAynke eTTaveiAnuuéva aTmd KaTaoTPoPIKoUg a€IGPOUG TTOU KTUTTNOav TNV TTOAN, 18iwg Katd
10 8eUTEPO MIOO TOU 4% p.X. aiwva. O agiopoi autoi anuddeuaav TNV £vapén TnNG TTAPAKUAG TNG TTOANG.

H mriow éwn Tng TNAekApTAG éxel wg Bépa To Alyevr) Akpita. O Alyevig gival 0 anUAvTIKOTEPOG HUBIKOG
APWOG TNG KUTTPIOKNAG dNUWdoUG TTapadoaong, O OTT0I0G TTPWTAYWVIOTE OE OKPITIKG Tpayoudia, o€
TIOAAEG TOTTIKEG TTAPAdAOEIG KAl G€ TTapapuBbiakég dINyroEIg.

MapouoiadeTal wg APWAG PE UTTEPPUOIKEG DUVAEIG Ol OTTOIEG PaivovTal OTA KATOPBWUATA TOU, TNV TTAAN
KOl TOUG OYWVEG TOU evavTiov Bnpiwv Kal TEpATwV Kail Tou idlou Tou Xdpou. H TTéAn Tou oTa papuapévia
aAwvia e To Xdpovta Tov KaBioTd npwa Twv duVAPEWY TNG (WG KAl TOU QWTOG, TTOU avTINaYovTal TIg
OUVAEIG TOU OKOTOUG Kal TOU BavdaTtou.

Te1 méTKIaveY 0 XdpovTag Ta yaipata mroloav.
Tqer moTTKIOVEV O Alyevig Ta KOKKOAD EAloUTav.

The front of the telecard features the destruction of Ancient Curium (Kourion) by earthquakes.

In antiquity, Curium was one of the most important city-kingdoms of Cyprus. Ancient Greek mythology
relates the founding of Curium by Mycenaean Greeks from Argos in the Peloponnese around the end of
the 13th century B.C. Like the other Cypriot kingdoms, it was organised on the Mycenaean model,
though it was not without Eastern influences.

Curium was stricken by a series of catastrophic earthquakes, particularly during the second half of the
4th century A.D. These earthquakes marked the start of the decline of the city.

The reverse of the telecard features Dighenis Akritas, the most important mythical hero of Cypriot
popular tradition, whose exploits are relived in ‘Akritic’ songs, in many local traditions and folk tales.

He is portrayed as a hero with supernatural powers that are revealed in his achievements and his
struggles against beasts, monsters and even Charon (Death) himself. The battle fought on Charon’s
marble threshing-floors renders him the hero of the forces of life and light, conquering the forces of
darkness and death.

“Where Charon took hold, blood spurted forth,
Where Dighenis took hold, bones did shatter.”



