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KYMPOZ: 11.000 Xpovia loTopia kai MoAiTiIopog.

H Kotrpog, oUppwva pe Katrola ekdoxn, TTPe T0 Gvoud TNG aTrd Ta KUTTAPIOOIA, TTOU KATTOTE
agBovouoav OTn yn TNG. ZTNV apxaidTnTa WoTOCO ATAV YVWOTH Kal HE GAAa ovopaTta, 6TTwg Agpia,
Makapia, KepaoTig K.6. AuTé Opwg TTou TV £Kave IBIAITEPA EEXWPIOTHA Kal ETTIOUUNTA yia ETTOIKIONG, ATAV
N YEWYPAQIK TNG B€aN. ZTO KEVTPO TPIWV NTTEIPWYV, UTTAPEE atrd TTaAId éva avTITIPOCWTTEUTIKO
oTAUPOdPAUI BPNOKEIWY Kal TIONITIOPWY Kal hia yé@upa ouvdeong AvaTtoAng kal Along.

MARBog pvnueia, Ta oTroia SlacwovTal Kal KATapapTupoUlV, 61 oTTAG TNV avBpwTTIvi TTapoucia, aAAd
Kal TOV TTONITIGHO TToU ETTIKpATOUaE OTO vNnai, avayovTal atnv 9n xiAieTia .X. (NeoAiBikr ETroxn), 6tav
dnuioupyRBNKav oI TIPWTOI OIKICUOI aTTd TTETPA, TTAIVOO Kal TTNAG. AKoAoUBNaOE, UE TTEPIOPICHEVN
duvardtnTa ekpeTAAAEUANG Tou xaAkoU, n XaAkoAiBikA Etroxn, (3900 1.X.-2500 11.X.), oI TpEIG QATEIG
Tng Emroxng Tou XaAkou, (2500 1r.X.- 1050 11.X.), 6TTou n KUTTpog avatrTuxenke o’ éva 1IaXupo6 KEVTPO
gutropiou kail T€Aog n Etroyxn Tou Zidripou, (1050 1.X.- 750 1.X.).

H 1oT0pIKA TAUTATNTA TOU VNGIoU anuadeletal atrd TNV aeign Twv Muknvaiwv Axaiwv EAAAvwy aTo vnai
10 1200 1.X. ApKETOi OTT" AUTOUG UTTAPEaV NPWEG ol oTroiol éAapav pépog aTov Tpwiké MOAepo Kal Pe To
Tépag Tou TTOAépou ApBav kal eTToiknaav Tnv Kitrpo. Madi Toug épepav Tn YAWOOQ, TOV TTPONYHEVO
TEXVOAOYIKO TTONITIONO Kal pIa véa aTToyn yia TIG TEXVEG.

A6 auTtoug, ol Apkdadeg etroiknoav Tnv Mdgo. H véa oAn Tng Magou kTioTnke amd Tov Apkada Baaihia
Ayatrivopa. Adyw Tou padikou eTToikIopoU Tng Kutrpou atrd Toug Apkddeg, Kutrpog kai Apkadia, gixav
TnVv idla apxaia yAwooa, Tnv ApkadoKUTTPIOKH SIGAEKTO, TNV OTTOI0 GUVAVTOUNE OTa ETTIKG £pya TOU
Ounpou «lAiddax» kal «Oduaaeia» Kal o€ KATTola XwpId TN Magou péxp! kal orjpepal

AOYw TNG ONPAVTIKAG YEWYPAPIKAG TNG BEang, n KUTrpog Biwaoe pia ToAutdpayn ioTopia e
avapiBunToug KATaKTNTEG va TTeEPVOUV diadoxika atrd To vnoi. ZTnv apxaidtnta ol Aooupiol (709 1.X.), ol
AiyoTmiol (569 1.X.) kai ol Mépaeg (525 m.X.). Toug MNépaeg £diwee opiaTika o Méyag AAéEavdpog,
xapigovtag otnv Kutrpo Tnv eAeubepia Tng. Me 1o Bdvaré Tou TTépace aTnv Kuplapyia Tou MNToAepaiou,
€VOG €K TWV TTOMWYV KAnpovopwyv Tou, aAAG To 30 T1.X. TrepIépxeTal oTn dloiknan Twv Pwpaiwv Péxpr To
330 p.X.

210 TPWTA XPIOTIAVIKA Xpdvia eTTIOKETTTETAI TO vnoi 0 ATTéoToAog BapvaBag (19puTrg Tng XpIoTIAVIKAG
EkkAnaiag otnv KUtrpo), padi pe Tov AréoToAo Madvho, knpUooovtag 1o XpIioTiaviopd (45 p.X.).

Kard tn BugavTivi) Trepiodo (406 — 1206 aiwvag p.X.), n Kitrpog traipvel pia Badid avdoa kai Bikvel pia
atré TIG ONUAVTIKOTEPEG TTEPIGBOUG AKUAG OTNV IoTopia TNG. KaTtd Tnv €TTOXA TwV ZTAUPOPOPIWY, €
agopung piag avTidikiag Tou Pixdpdou Tou Agovtokapdou pe Tov Kutrpio Aloiknth loadkio Kopvnvo, n
Kotrpog mrepva atnv ggouaia Tou Pixdpdou tou Acovtokapdou (1191- 1192), o otroiog TNV TTwAEI GTOUG
Naiiteg ITTTToTEG KO €TTEITa AT éva Xpovo aTov EKTTITwTO MdAAO BaaiAid TTou BpiokoTtav ota lepoadAupa,
Guy Lusignan péxpi 1o 1489. H KUTrpog 0Tn Guvéxeia TTepvda aTnv Kuplapxia Twv Evetwy (o1 oTroiol
KTiouv Kal Ta TTepi@nua TeiXn), HEXPI To 1570 ommdTav TePvE oTnV TOUPKIKN Kuplapxia (1571-1878).

Tov louAio Tou 1878 n Toupkia, évavT agoIBg, EKXWPEI Ta Kuplapxikd Tng Sikaiwuata et Tng KUtrpou
otn MeydAn Bpetavia. To 1955-59, o Aadg Tng KUtrpou die§dyel eBvikoatreAeuBepwTIKG aywva,
ATTAITWVTAG, CUP@WVa PE TIG diEBveig dlaTagelg Tou KaTaoTaTtikoUu XapTtn Twv Hv. EBvwy, Ikavotroinan
Twv dikaiwv airnudTtwy Tou yia EAeuBepia kal AutodidBeon. 'ETO1, HETG TNV UTTOYPAPH TWV ZUPPWVILV
Zupixng — A\ovdivou, pe eyyunTpieg duvapelg Tnv AyyAia, Tnv EAAGSa kai Tnv Toupkia, o ApXIETTIOKOTTOG
Makapiog I (kai petémeita mpwtog Mpdedpog Tng Kutrpiakig AnPokpaTiag), wg EKTTPOTWTTOG TNG
€AANVOKUTTPIAKAG KOIVOTNTAG, 0 ®. KouToloUK, WG EKTTPOOWTTOG TNG TOUPKOKUTTPIAKAG KOIVOTNTAG KAl O
>ep Xiou ®our, TeAeutaiog KuBepvrtng Tng Kutrpou, utroypdgouv tnv Avegaptnaia tng Kutrpou (16
AuyouoTou 1960).



A6 10 1960 péxpr o 1974 n KUtrpog anueiwvel ahpatwdn pdodo Kal avamTugn oe GAOUG TOUG TOUEIG.
lewpyia, epTTopI0, Blopunyavia, TOupIoPOG, CUVTEAOUV OTO OIKOVOUIKG Baupa g€ pia KUTrpo Trou, PEXP!
TOTE, AGAAOI atTo@aoigav yia TNV TUXN TNG. To 1974 woTdo0, PE TTPOOXNUA TNV AVOATPOTIF ME
TpagikéTnua Tou Mpoédpou Makapiou, n Toupkia, wg eyyunTpia dUvaun, eiIoBaAAel oTnv KUTrpo Kkai
KaTakTd 10 38% TOU £dGPOUG TNG. MeTd aTTd cUPPWVia yia avtaAiayr TTAnBuopou, To dAhote 16-18%
TOU TOUPKOKUTTPIAKOU TTANBUCOU TToU ATAV £YKATEGTNUEVO OTO vNnai dIapKWG augdveral, aTnv
TpooTTdBeia TNG Toupkiag va ETMIQEPEI, HEOW TOU TUVEXOUG TOUPKIKOU ETTOIKIGUOU, dNUOYPAPIKN
aAAoiwon atov TTAnBua .

ZAuepa n Kutrpog, kpdrog péAog TN Eupwtrdikng ‘Evwaong até 1o 2004, e§akoAouBei va gival
dlaipepévn, Je TOUG TOUPKOKUTTPIOUG EYKATESTNUEVOUG OTO BOPEIO TUANA TOU VNGIOU KAl TOUG
EAANvokUTTpIoug aTO VOTIO. KaBnuepivd divel uaxeg otnv Eupwtrn aAAd kai o€ 6Aa Ta diebvn Bripata,
TPOOTIABWVTAG VO KATAGTACEI TN BIEBVH KOIVOTNTA KOIVWVO TNG ouveXI{OUEVNG adIKiag, PE TNV
TIAPOKOVH TOU TOUPKIKOU KATOXIKOU OTPaTOoU 0TO BOPIO TUAKA TOU vNoloU.

Map’ 6Aa Ta TpoBAARpaTa TTou avTipeTwTTigEl, N KUTTpog ofuepa £Xel KATaoTei éva {NAEUTO EUTTOPIKO,
ETTIXEIPNMATIKO, TOUPIOTIKO Kal TTIONITIOTIKO KEVTPO, TTPOCPEPOVTAG OTOUG TTOAITEG TNG KAl OTOUG
ETTIOKETTTEG TNG avaBaBuICPEVEG UTINPEDiEG € OAOUG TOUG TOUEIG.

CYPRUS: 11,000 Years of History and Culture

Cyprus, according to one account, took its name from the Cypress trees that once grew in abundance
on the island. But throughout antiquity it was known by many other names, including Aeria, Makaria,
Kerastis and more. However, what made it stand out as a desirable place for settlement was its
geographical location. At the crossroads of three continents, it has long been a crossroads where
different religions and cultures meet and a bridge linking East and West.

A host of monuments, which survive to this day and bear witness not merely to man’s presence but to
the civilization that prevailed on the island, date from the 9th millennium B.C. (Neolithic Age) when the
first settlements were built from stone, mud brick and clay. This was followed by the Chalcolithic Era
(3900 B.C.-2500 B.C.) with its limited exploitation of copper, and then by the three stages of the Bronze
Age (2500 B.C.-1050 B.C.) when Cyprus developed into a powerful centre for trade, and finally the Iron
Age (1050 B.C.-750 B.C.).

The historical identity of the island was marked by the arrival of the Mycenaean/ Achaean Greeks in
1200 B.C. Many of them were heroes who had taken part in the Trojan War, after which they came and
settled in Cyprus. With them they brought their language, a technologically advanced civilization and a
new attitude towards the Arts.

Of these, the Arcadians settled in Paphos. The new city of Paphos was built by the Arcadian King
Agapinor. Due to the mass settlement of Cyprus by the Arcadians, Cyprus and Arcadia had the same
ancient language, an Arcadian/Cypriot dialect which is to be found in Homer’s epics “The lliad” and “The
Odyssey” and even in some villages in the Paphos district to this very day!

Due to its significant geographical location, Cyprus has endured a tempestuous history as countless
conquering nations have laid claim to the island. In antiquity the Assyrians (709 B.C.) were followed by
the Egyptians (569 B.C.) and the Persians (525 B.C.). The Persians were finally removed by Alexander
the Great who gave Cyprus its freedom. Upon his death, the island passed into the hands of Ptolemy,
one of his many heirs, but in 30 B.C. it became part of the Roman Empire until 330 A.D.

During the first years of Christianity, Cyprus was visited by the Apostles Barnabas, (founder of the
Church of Cyprus) and Paul who preached the Gospel across the island in 45 A.D.

During the Byzantine era (4th —12th century), Cyprus enjoyed one of the most important and prosperous
periods in its history. However, during the crusades, due to a clash between King Richard (“the
Lionheart”) of England and the Cypriot Governor Isaac Comnenus, Cyprus came under the authority of
King Richard (1191-1192) who first sold it to the Knights Templar and, a year later, to the ousted French
King of Jerusalem Guy de Lusignan, under whose family it remained until 1489. Cyprus then came
under the rule of the Venetians (who built the famous walls) until 1570 when it became part of the
Ottoman Empire (1571-1878).

In July 1878, Turkey ceded its rights over Cyprus to Great Britain. In 1955-1959, the Cypriots undertook
a liberation struggle, demanding that their demands for Freedom and Self-determination be met, in
accordance with the provisions of the United Nations charter. Following the signing of the Zurich-London
Agreements, with Britain, Greece and Turkey as Guarantor Powers, Archbishop Makarios IlI
(subsequently the first President of Cyprus) on behalf of the Greek Cypriot community, Dr. Fazil Kuchuk
on behalf of the Turkish Cypriot community, and Sir Hugh Foot, the last Governor of Cyprus, put their
signatures to the creation of the independent Republic of Cyprus (16 August 1960).

From 1960 until 1974, Cyprus made huge progress and developed in all areas. Agriculture, commerce,
industry and tourism contributed to an economic miracle on the island, the fate of which had, until then,
always been decided by others. In 1974, however, using the pretext of a coup d’état against President
Makarios, Turkey cited its rights as a Guarantor Power and invaded Cyprus, seizing 38% of its territory.
Following an agreement on population exchange, the Turkish Cypriots who, at the time, made up 16%-
18% of the island’s population, have seen their numbers increase constantly as part of Turkey’s
attempts to bring about demographic change by settling Turks in the occupied area.



Cyprus, a member state of the European Union since 2004, continues to be divided to this day, with the
Turkish Cypriots living in the occupied northern part of the island and the Greek Cypriots in the south. It
is engaged on a daily basis in battles in Europe and in all international fora, in an effort to make the
international community aware of its own responsibility for the continuing injustice and presence of the
Turkish occupation forces on the island.

Nonetheless, despite the many problems facing it, Cyprus has become an enviable commercial,
business, tourist and cultural centre, providing local and foreign residents with upgraded services in
sectors such as health, sport, etc.



