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Mpdoivn XeAwva

H mpdoivn xeAwva (Chelonia mydas) gival koopoTroAiTIKo €id0g. AéyeTal “Tpdaivn” yiati To AiTTog Tng
gival TTpdaivo. Zav ToAUTIPO €id0og, Adyw Tou AITTOUG, TOU KPEATOG Kal Tou XOVTpou Tng (calipee)
utrepaAIEUONKE yIa TTOANEG DekaeTieg o€ BaBud TTou oxeddv e€apaviobnke ae TTOAEG TTEPIOXEG
TTaykoopiwg. X1n Meadyeio epioadTepeg amé 50.000 xeAwveg ahielBnkav atd 1o 1920 péxpr o 1980.
21n BGAacoa auTr, ofuepa, AiyoTepeg atrd 500 xeAwveg yevvouv KGBe Xpovo, oxedOV aTTOKAEIOTIKA GTNV
Kotrpo kai Tnv Toupkia. Eival auatnpd rpooTateudpevo €idog. O Tpdaiveg xeAwveg atn Meadyelo
@TAVOUV oUVRBWG TO 1 (UKOG KEAUPOUG) kal Ta 80-90 kIAG og Bapog. Mtropouv va {ficouv péxpr 80
Xpovia. O1 apoevIKEG €xouv TTOAU TTI0 HaKPIG oupd aTTd TIG BNAUKEG. To KEAUPOG TOUG gival HaUPIDEPOS Kal
€xouv AaTrpn KolAId. AvaTrvéouv agpa Pe TTVEUUOVEG.

evvouv kupiwg atrod TIG apXEG louviou péxpl Ta péoa AuyouaTou. H xeAwva okdBel Tn @wAid TG oTnv
Gupo, og BaBog 60-80 ek. kal yevvd TrepitTou 120 auyd o€ éva BaAapo oTo BaBog TNG pwAIGG. Mevvda
KGO 2-5 xpovia Trepi TIG 3 POPEG TNV XPOVIA TTou Yevvd. Ta auyd ekkoAdmTovtal o€ 7-8 eBOoUAdES
TepiTou, avaAoywg Tng Beppokpaaiag. WnAég Bepuokpaaicg TTapdyouv BNAUKEG XEAWVEG Kal XauNAéG
apoevikéG. O1 xeAwveg 6Tav wpigdoouv petd atd 30 TTepiTrou Xpovia EpXovTal oW YIa va YEVVAGOUV
Ta auyd Toug oTnv idia TTapaAia TTou yevvABnKav.

‘Eva TTOAU pIkpd TT0000TO TWV PIKPWV XEAWVWY Ba emmRIwaEl yia va wpipdoel. O1 KUpPIOTEPES OTTEIAEG yia
TNV WOTOKIA, Ta auyd Kal Ta PIKPG XEAwVAKIa gival oI aAETTOUDEG Kal Of avBpwTTIVEG dpaoTnPIOTNTEG,
Tavw ) KoVTa OTIg TTapaAieg woTokiag Toug. Kivnon kal @wta Tn vUxTa oTIg TTapaAieg euTTodifouV TIg
XEAWVEG va yevvroouv. Ta xeAwvdakia Byaivouv atmé Tn gwAid Toug Tn vUXTa Kal KaTeuBuvovTal TTpog Tn
BdAaooa yiari gival To Mo PwTEIVO onpegio Tou opifovTa. TexvnTog GWTIOUAG Ta aTTOTTPooavaToAilel Kal
¢ @TAvouv oTn BaAaccoa. X1n 8dAacoa, orjuepa, 0 KUPIGTEPOG KivOUVOG yia TIG XEAWVEG gival Ta dikTua
Kal Ta TTapaydadia.

Green Turtle

The green turtle (Chelonia mydas) is a cosmopolitan species. It takes its name from the green colour of
its fat and was once highly valued for this as well as for its meat and calipee. As a result, for many
decades it was overfished almost to extinction in many parts of the world. In the Mediterranean, more
than 50,000 green turtles were caught between 1920 and 1980. Today, fewer than 500 females nest
each year, almost exclusively in Turkey and Cyprus. Now a strictly protected species, the average green
turtle in the Mediterranean may weigh as much as 80-90 kg and grow a carapace (top shell) of up to a
metre in length. This shell is blackish in colour while the plastron (lower shell) is white.

Green turtles, which breathe air with lungs, are known to live for as long as 80 years. The male can be
identified by its tail which is much longer than that of a female.

Nesting mainly takes place between early June and mid-August. The female turtle digs a 60-80 cm deep
nest in the sand at night and lays about 120 eggs. It nests every 2-5 years and lays about 3 times a
season. The eggs incubate for 7-8 weeks before hatching, depending on the temperature of the sand. In
high temperatures, the eggs will produce females and in lower ones the hatchlings will be males. After
some 30 years, mature turtles return to lay their own eggs on the beach where they hatched.

Only a very small percentage of the hatchlings will reach adult age. The main threats to nesting, eggs
and hatchlings are foxes and human activities on or near the nesting beaches. Movement and light at
night can prevent the turtles from hatching. When the hatchlings emerge from their nests at night, they
head directly for the sea as this is the brightest area on the horizon. Artificial light can disorientate them
and they may fail to reach the sea. Nowadays, the main threats to turtles in the sea are fishing and
trawling nets.



