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H aiyutrmiakr) @poutovuxTepida i VUXTOTTATIITapog oTnv kaBopiAoupévn (Rousettus aegyptiacus) eivai n
Hovadikr vuxTepida aTrd Ta UTTOAOITTA €idN TTOU aTTavTouvTal oTnv KUTTpo, TToU aviKel aTnv Katnyopia
TWV PEYOXEIPOTITEPWY KAl CUVETTWG TO PEYAAUTEPO O€ PEYEDOG.

H K01rpog atroteAei Tn povadikr eupwTraikr Xwpa, TTou @IAogevei TTAnBuopoUG Tou €idoug Kal auTd To
KOTOTAOOEl OTA TTOAU ONPAVTIKA €i0N TNG KUTTPIAKAG TTavidag.

Eivai etmiong 10 povadiké €idog vuxTePIdOg OTO VNai TTOU TPEPETAI PE PPOUTA, EVW T UTTOAOITTA
Tpé@ovTal pe £viopa. [Ma To AGyo auTé O VUXTOTTATITIAPOG KATATTOAENABNKE avNAEWS, TO0O O€ GAAEG
XWPEG 600V Kal oTnv KUTrpo, yiati xapakTnpioTnke emBAABES yia TIG KOANIEPYEIEG, PE ATTOTEAEOHA Ta
TeAeuTaia XpOvIa, o€ cUVOUATHO Kal PE TNV KATAGTPOPN TwV BIOTETTWV TOu, va TTapouaiddel cofapr)
peiwan Tou TTANBUCpOU Tou. ZTnV ouaia, To €id0g auTd, PE TNV KATAVAAWON POVOV WPINWVY Kal
UTTEPWPIMWY PPOUTWY, TA OTTOIa TIG TIEPIOOATEPESG POPES €ival akaTGAANAa yia Tnv ayopd, cupuBaAAel oTn
peiwon TNG €§ATTAWONG BAATITIKWV EVTOPWY, KaBWG Kal aTn diagTropd oTrépwv aTnv UTTaIBPO.

O VUXTOTTATITTAPOG OXNUaTICEl TTOAUTTANBEIG aTToIKiEG OTIG XWPES TNG APPIKAG Kal TNG Adiag, v n
Kutrpog atroTeAei To SUTIKOTEPO GKPO £EATTAWOTG Tou. ‘Exel wg kUplo kaTta@Uyid Tou aTTNAIEG i BaBiég
KOINOTNTEG O€ peydAoug Bpdxoug i YKPEUOUG.

H Tpo@n Tou TroIkiAAEl avaAdywg TNG ETTOXNAG Kal ETTOPEVWG TNG SIABETINOTNTAG TPOPNAG. ZNUEILVETAI OTI
aTtnv KOTTpo o vuxToTTamTrapog dev TTEQTEI € XEIPEPIA VAPKN OTTWG oupBaivel pe GAAa €idn vuxTepidwy
Trou {ouv aTO vNai Kal €701 N avaykn yia Tpo@n gival oAdxpovn. Ztnv KUTrpo TpEPETal Je pia TTOIKIAIG
SI0POpwWV PPoUTWY, OTTWG PEGTTIAG, OUKA, OTAQUAI, HoUpa, KapTroUg atrd Ta SEVTPA TOU @ikou Kal TNG
paupopdTag, xapouTia, golvikia K.4., EVw EXEl TTapaTnEnBei va TpEpeTal akdua kal Ye yopn atmoé aven
SI0POpwV dEVTPWY, KaBWG Kal e PUAN, o€ TTEPIGSOUG aTTOAUTNG aTToUTiag SINBECINWY KOPTTWV.

Zel o€ peydAeg aroikieg oo 50 péxpr kar 1.000 o€ éva pévo kataguylo.

O1mwg kai Ta uTTéAOITTa €iBN VUXTEPIBWY OTNV KUTTPO, O VUXTOTIATTTTOPOG KIvOUVeUEl pe e§agdvian. H
KOTOTTOAEPNON TTOU €XEI UTTOOTEN, Madi ue GAAa €idn vuxTePidwV, KATA TIG TTPONYOUHEVEG OEKAETIEG, EQPEPE
TOUug TTANBUCHOUG TOU O€ OpIaKA ETTITTEDA. AITiA, N AVTIMETWTTION TOU aTTd TOUG YEWPYOUG, wg eTTIBAABEG
€id0g yiati, 6TTwg uttooTAPIfav, TTPOKAACUCE {NUIEG OTa PPOUTA, KAVOVTAG Ta aKATAAANAQ yia TTWANON.

O vuytotrammrapog éxel TpoTtadei ad Tnv Kutrpo otnv Eupwtraik ‘Evwaon wg €i80g TpoTepaidTNTOG KAl
£xel TepIAN@Bei oTo MapdpTnua Il Tng Odnyiag Twv OkoToTTWY 92/43/EOK. AuTd onuaivel 611 X1 HOVOV
TrpooTateleTal auoTnPd até Tov Nopo, aAAd n xwpa Pag gival uTtoxpewpévn va kabopioel €101KEG {WVEG
TIPOCTACIOG TOU €idOUG, TTou Ba TTEPIAANBAVOUV Kal TOUG XWPOUG KaTaguyiou Tou. ETriong,
TrpooTaTeUeTal aTod TNV €OVIKA vopoBeoia Trou Trpovoei 6T n BavdaTtwaon fi TTapevoxAnon ry n Katoxr Tng
vuxTepidag, TIHWPEITAI e Bapu TTPOOTIUO 1 QUAGKION 1 Kal Ta dUo.
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The Egyptian Fruit Bat (Rousettus aegyptiacus)

The Egyptian fruit bat (Rousettus aegyptiacus), popularly known as the flying fox, is the only type of bat
found in Cyprus that belongs to the suborder of megachiroptera and is consequently bigger than the
rest.

Cyprus is the only European country to host wild populations of this species, making it a very important
example of Cypriot fauna.

It is also the only bat on the island that feeds on fruit while the others consume insects. For this reason,
flying foxes were mercilessly persecuted in Cyprus and in other countries in the past because they were
considered harmful to fruit plantations. As a result of this and the destruction of their habitats, there has
been a drastic decline in the numbers of Egyptian fruit bats in recent years. In reality, by consuming only
ripe and overripe fruit, this type of bat contributes to reducing the occurrence of harmful insects and to
the dispersal of seeds in the countryside.

Flying foxes form large colonies in the countries of Africa and Asia while Cyprus represents the
westernmost area in which they are found. They live mainly in caves or deep hollows in large rocks and
on cliffs.

Their diet varies according to the season and, consequently, the food available. In Cyprus, flying foxes
do not hibernate in winter, unlike other types of bat on the island, and thus require a year-round food
supply. They feed on a variety of fruit including medlars, figs, grapes, mulberries, laurel berries, carob,
dates, etc., and they have also been observed feeding on nectar from tree blossoms and on leaves
when no fruit is available.

They live in large colonies of anything from 50 to 1,000 bats in a single roost.

Like other types of bat in Cyprus, the flying fox is now an endangered species. The persecution it
suffered for decades along with other bats has reduced its populations to marginal levels. This was
because farmers considered it harmful, claiming that it damaged their fruit which was thereby rendered
unfit for sale.

When Cyprus proposed to the European Union that the flying fox be considered a priority species, it was
subsequently included in Annex Il of the EC Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC. This means that it is not only
protected by law but that Cyprus is obliged to designate special protection areas for the species,
including its roosting locations. It is also protected under national legislation, by which the killing,
harassment or possession of bats is punishable with a heavy fine or imprisonment or both.
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