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O1 EveToi kupidpyxnoav otnv Kitrpo katd tnv epiodo 1489-1571. 'Eva ammod Ta TpwTa épya TTou
€0TTEUOUEVA GPAOVTIOAV VO TTPAYUATOTTOINCOUY, ATAV KAl N TTpoaTagia Tou vnoiol Je Ioxupd Teixn. MNa 1o
OKOTTO auTd KGAeoav aTnV KUTrpo Tov ITaAd aTpatiwTikd pnxavikd T¢oUAio ZoBopvidvo, o oTroiog
avélafe Ta ox€dia yia TNV eTTBAEWN TNG KATAOKEURG TOUG.

‘Otav o Zafopviavo kARBnke atd Toug EveToug va avaAdBel To €pyo, oTnv Acukwaoia Adn uTTApXavV TeiXn
atré Tnv eoxr) Twv NTe Aoudividv kai 110 TTaAid. MGAIoTa auTd Twv NTE Aouividv épTavav PéEXpl Ta
@avapia Tpoyaiag Tapd Tov AoTuvouiké ZT1afud AukaBnTtol. O ZaBopvidvo woTdCo0 EKPIVE
ACQPOAETTEPO, VA TIEPIOPIOEI TNV EKTOCT) TOUG KAI VA EVIOXUOEI TN SOUN| KAl ETTAVOPWON TOUG.

Ta Evetikd Teixn eixav éktaon 3 pikia kai 81€0eTav 11 TTpopaywveg. Tnv KATAGKEUH TOug TTARpwoav
TTAOUOIEG OIKOYEVEIEG TWV Euyevdv TNG £TTOXNAG Kal wg avTapoifr) Edwaoav TO OIKOYEVEIAKO TOUG OVOUA OE
KATTOI0 TTpopaxXWva. Ta TeiXN Ta EKTICAV EPYATEG ATTO TA YUPW XwPIA TG AEUKwaiag, UTTG Hoper)
KOTOVAYKAGTIKWY £PYWV.

Ta Teixn eixav 3 avoiypyata / NMUAeg, Ta omroia digukdAuva Tnv EAeuan TTPOG Kal atré TNV evieg Twv TEIXWV
167E Aeukwoaia. Mpokerral yia Tnv MUAN Mdagou (San Domenico), MUAn Kepuvelag (Proveditore) kai MAn
AppoxwaTou (Giuliana). MoAU petayevéaTepa emti AyyAokpaTiag (1878), éyivav dAAa duo avoiypata. ‘Eva
TTapd TNV Tepioxr «KoAokaon» kal éva atnv MAateia EAcuBepiag. Mipw kai oTnv Baon Twv Teixwv
€KTEIVOTAV pEYAAN TAPPOG, N oTroia Tov Xelpwva yépige amod Ta vepd Tou Mediaiou. O Mediaiog Ta xpdvia
ekeiva digpydtav até tnv MUAn MNdgou, diéoxife akoAoUBwg TNV 086 Epuou, kal uetd péow Tng MUANg
AppoxwaTou, dloxeTeudTav atnv MNaAloupiwTiooa. To kahokaipl Ta vepd Tou Mediaiou TTapéuevay yupw
até Ta Teixn wg Aipvn, Tou yépige kouvouTTia. Ki o K6opog, yia va atraAAayei atrd Tnv evoxAnTIkr 600
Kal avBuyIEivr TTapouadia Toug, AvaBe QWTIEG.

ETi AyyAokpartiag, Ta Teixn utréotnoav ueyaAeg ¢nuiég atmd Toug katoikoug, ‘EAANveG kal Toupkoug, ol
oTroiol RAwvav TTETpaA TNV TTETPA yia va KTioouv Ta dIkG Toug aTritial MaAioTa 1600 peydAn Atav T16TE N
KOTOOTPO®H, WOTE Ba YTTOPOUCE KATTOIOG TTEPTTATWVTAG, V 'avéRel aTnv kopuen! O 1éTE Afpapxog dev
TIOPEVEBAIVE VO TEPUATIOEI TNV KATAGTPOPN, YIOTI KaI idl0G UIOBETOUTE TNV 1860 VA T ... yKpepioe! !
Eutuxwg TrapevéBnoav kGTrolol co@oTePOI Kal TTAEovV euaioBnTol o BépaTa Siatpnang TTONITIOTIKAG
KANPOVOUIAG TTOAITEG KI OXI HOVO OTTEQEUXON N OPIOTIKF) KATAOTPOPH, AAAG GPXICE Kal N ETTICKEUR TOUG.
>e katola onueia ( MAateia EAeuBepiag Tapd 1o Taxudpoueio), n TTIOKEUN gival aTTOAUTA ENPAVAG,
apoU TO CUYKEKPIUEVO ONUEIO OVAKATAOKEUAOTNKE EEAPXAG.

‘000 kal av ol PvARES YUpw aTTd Ta TEiXN TNG AEUKWOiag GUVBETOUV avAapeIKTa aioBipaTa, woTéoo dev
TTaUouV V' atroTeAOUV TTONITIOTIKG Kal IOTOPIKG anuEio avagopds, aTn Jakpaiwvn 1I0Topia Tou vnoloU pag.

Between 1489 — 1571, Cyprus was ruled by the Venetians. One of their first major activities was to
enhance on the protection of the island through the building of strong walls. For this purpose, the
Venetians invited the Italian Engineer, Soborniano, who took the project on and supervised the whole
construction process.

When Soborniano came to Cyprus to undertake the project, walls already existed in Nicosia left over
from the Louisianan period and before. In fact, the walls of the Louisianan period reached as far as the
now traffic lights at the Police Station at Lycabetus. Soborniano hence deemed it necessary to enhance
on the security of the wall by reducing the length of the structure and re-enforcing the Wall's foundation.



The Venetian Walls stretched 3 miles and hosted 11 towers. The construction was paid for by the then
aristocracy of the period and in exchange, their family names were used to name some of the towers.
The Walls were built by workers from the villages in the Lefkosia region as a matter of forced labour,
which in the end worked in their favour as they later went on to build some of the most magnificent
orthodox churches.

The Walls had 3 openings / gates, which made for easy access to and from the then walled city of
Nicosia. These were the Pafos Gate, Kyrenia Gate and Famagusta Gate. Much later, during the time of
the British Colony (1878), two more gates were added. One, in the Kolokassi area and the other in
Eleftheria Square. In the base and around the walls there was a great moat which filled with water from
the Pediaiou River every winter. In those days, the Pediaiou River flowed from the Pafos Gate and went
through Ermou Street and on to the Famagusta Gate and eventually terminated at Pallouriotissa. In the
summer the water from the Pediaiou River stayed around the walls filling the moat, which as a
subsequence also filled with mosquitoes. People there would light fires so as to free themselves of the
discomfort of mosquito bites.

During the British Colony, the Walls suffered great damage from the residents, (Greeks and Turks) who
would dismantle the walls brick by brick in order to build their houses. The damage caused was so vast
that it was possible to physically stand on the highest point of the wall. The then Mayor, didn’t do
anything to stop the on-going damage to the walls as he too was pro hanging the walls! Luckily, some
people more sensitive to the preserving of cultural heritage not only put a stop to the dismantling of the
walls, but actually started repairing them. At some points, (Eleftheria Square near the Post Office), the
repair is totally visible, as this section was completely re-constructed.

The memories attached to the Walls of Lefkosia might be of mixed sentiment, but that doesn’t
counteract the fact that they are an integral part of the island’s history and of significant cultural
importance.



